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sized patio, invited Reese outside to
check out the back 40 (feet), As they
enjoved the moming view, Swinea
realized that they'd been there for
quite some time and had yet 1o see a
golier round the bend,

“Does anyone actually play here?”
His father explained that it was the off-
season, Most people who lived at the
course used this as a winter home and
spent the rest of the year up north
looking for more owl art. It's the law,

This was the perfect scenario for
Reese to implement his plan: trinding a
low traffic course where disc golfers
could provide supplemental income
during its downtime.,

Dad expressed his appreciation for
his son’s acquired wisdom and vision
but made it clear that he didn't see that
happening “on this, or any other golf
course.” “| know your crowd. And
your crowd will never be allowed on a
goli course.”

“A month and a half later,” muses
Swinea, “we all drove by in our carts
and w.;tl.{'d to my dad d{urmg alir first
official round at Space Coast National
Disc Golf Course.”

This was no spur-of-the-moment
pckea. It had been brewing for the better
part of 2 yvears. During that time,
Swinea labored over a business plan
that would generate income for cours-
&5 that have seasonal downtime,

Since his introduction to the game
nearly 5 years ago, Swinea has nm.lys
relt that disc golt could be marketed far
bestter than it had been to date, Within
a wiek of his initial rounc, he was
5kﬂch:n out driving ranges and had
desip a disc with a 1'||ghl plate that
coule flnl' popped inta a concave or
convex position thereby changing the
flight characteristics from stable to
under-stable and back, if so desired.

Reese borrowed his father’s bicycle
and plotted a possible lavout. His
father, as is the case with most people
who don't play our version of the
game, thought it was a complete waste
of time.

On Saturday, Reese talked to the
manager of the course about his con-
cepl and was instructed 1o talk to one
of the owners, T Fine, Fine was

busy that day but asked that he come
hiack later. Swinea had to fly out to
California the next day and left a num-
ber where he could be reached. A few
days later, Swinea still hadnt heard
trom Fine. He began to suspect that he

was getting the big 38
shrug off.

Finally, late
Tuesday, Fine ;
reached Swinea on 3
the cell phone
while he was drjw-
ing. Reese pulled
over and laid out
the entire plan
without the benefit
of his notes. Fine
had never heard of disc golf b
expressed an interest, nonetheless, and
requested more info on the game,

Swinea had o convince Fine that
his venture could make some money
for the course with little 1o no invest-
ment from the club. Swinea Fed-Exed a
package to Florida containing some
pro golf discs, literature, and a video
tar Fine's perusal.

Meamwhile, Fine told his
greenskeepers that be was considering
putting disc golf on the course and
asked if they had ever heard of it. They
just smiled, ran out 1o their cars, and
came back with their own pnll ags
filled with golt discs. Three of the five-

man grounds crew werne regulars at

Barmett Fark in nL'il.,l'li:lurmb Oirlando.
Fine was astounded. He called Swinea
even before receiving the package. 1
haven't gotten the package yet, bat |
have to tell you a story.” He proceeded
to redate the story of his greens keep-
€75,

“These puys are living a second
life!™ They work on a golf course, but
they're playing disc golf. Mot once had
any of them ever come up and told me
they play disc goli. These puys were
just ecstatic about it. They sayv it's a ot
of tun, and that they would play it all
the time if it went in. | have to listen 1o
my preenskeepers. These guys keep my
course up. If they say it could nwf
here, Il bet it could work.”

Al that point, Fine told Swinea that
he was 90% “pa.”

The package provided the remain-
ing 20% needed to seal the deal. (My
track coach taught me that anything
worth doing requires 1104, And, yes, |
was on the track team because some-
one had 1o finish last. | only pave
1O e b

A cursory glance at the business
plan was all it took for Fine 1o realize
that Swinea hadn't just hastily thrown
this idea together. He was thinking
“franchise” from the beginning.

Within 10 -d.ws of w;lllt.lng around
the course tir:.-.nrmng about installing
targets, thay were ready to elch the
deal in stone. Although, Fine may have
Been a bit concerned that it he cleared
the way for the course, he might never
get any work out of his greenskeepers,

Resistance is futile!!

There was a big shocker in the form
of resistance from our side of the
fence. Some of those that work with
Swinea told him that they felt that he
was no less than 5 years ahead of his
times, and that they were not prepared
to support him financially in this effart.

Then came the completely expect-
ed resistance (rom the club memibser-
ship. “I don't want this place turned
into a circus,” was overheard from one
member, | concede that, to the golfers,
it was a big risk, But that “circus” state-
ment might have had greater impact if
it were nod coming from a demograph-
i whose fashion statements frequently
make professional clowns look GO,
On more than one visit 1o a golf
course, | fully expected to see 14 of
them pile out of a golf cart honking
each other's noses and taking pratfalls.
“Craoh, my hip . . . honk honk.”

“Going into it, | didn’t expect to
walk in an a game that could be in
excess of 500 years of age and change
it aver night without some resistance. |
expected a fair amount but not the
level that | got. Most of it was born ot
of rumar rather than fact. Word had
spread through some of the more ver-
bose members of the club. Armed with
no real knowledge of disc golf, the
leap of logic that followed was that we
were about to turn their course into a
"Caddyshack® ("Caddyshack 1", to be
more specific—one of the worst flicks
in bad cinematic histary).

The image that apparently leapt to
mind was Frisbee on the beach with
dogs jumping after them, loud music,

kids in cut-off jeans, Even before
the first basket had been installed,
these rumors had festered like an open
wound (no doubt caused by an errant



Frishee) into something the tabloids
would be proud of: *Frishee Freaks
Infiest Florida Golf Club with Tie Dyve
Randana-Adorned Bock and Boll Party
[Dops.”

Swinea, visiting the 19th hole, after
a lnng n:.lm.' of installing the course vir-
tually on his cwn, upe-nﬂl the: door for
several irate members of the club o
vent their emphatic disapproval,
meither he nor his “circus” was wal-
come. A puby can be a wondertul place
for commerce when the mood is fes-
tive, but when the patrons are dead sot
against your every move, Johnny
Walker's arbitration skills will only
make people see red.

Feese 1old them that he would be
at the maintenance shed and offered 10
take a half an howr out of his workday
to speak to anyone who cared o stop
by, A few folks did stop by, and he
shiowed them the discs, brochures, and
explained the game so that they would
have a better understanding of what
thiy hated

Swinea inviled a few select disc
goliers to the opening mini lourney.,
The local golfers were invited to come
out and watch the inaugural round.
Threats of a boveott circulated but
never actually came aboul. Many of
the dishelievers were placated whon
thoy saw Ome pros fior the first time,
There wene no big parties goimg an,
They played at a reasonable pace. And
some of the lncals were caurht whis-
pering, “Wow, they can really throw
those things.”

The Winnicrew's Dave Feldberg
and Avery lenkins (for brevity's sake
they shall heretotore be reterred to as
Davery) told me, “Ball golfers were

impressed by the distance and aur abil-

ity to controd the discs. They asked
many questions in regards to the sport
and seemed very friendly and interest-
ed in disc polr.”

During my first three rounds of play
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at Space Coast National, | found that a
foursome of disc gollers plays a bit
faster than a wosome ol ball goliers.
This may not prove to be a huge plus
in our favos, but it cerainly isn't the
problem that would present itself i we
played slower.

“This course is ol currently sef up
for novices,” savs Swinea, "This is not
the place o try out disc golf for the
first time.” Recse continues, * was
looking for the top 107% of the local
disc golf pros to play maybe two to
forir fimies per month.”

This is the place to put our best foot
forward, and | think that the plavers
that shell out the greens fee to play ou
here fully realize that. When you pay a
regular greens fee, you give that round
e respect.

Of course, there will always be
those who don’t care about the basic
rules of etiguette bt still want the priv-
ileges that come with the adherence to
those simple outlines of respect for the
people around them, the rules, and the
traditions of the game.

R=E=5:P-E-C-T . .. find out what it
means to . . . us

The issue of “respect™ has long
been a sore spot with disc goliers, and
this venture provided a catalyst to
either makes things better or much
WIS,

Dwiring mvy tirst afticial atenypt at
the course, as we rounded the bend at
hole 215, a guy on a bike saw us play-
ing and came toward us. We had
heard about some irate memdsers and
steeled ourselves for the onslaueht.
However, none of us were prepared for
what came oul aof his mouth:; *Cood 1o
s voll guys oul here. Hope yvou have
fun.” As he rode off, we all just looked
at each other and said (under our col-
lective breath), *That was greatl”
When we show the same courtesy, dig-
nity, and respect that ball goliers dis-
play on the course, we ane
also respected.

“Cralt and disc golt ane
essentially the same game
segregated by a perceived
lewel of class, not unlike ski
ing and snow boarding. One
pulls up in a BMW, the other
in a Gremlin, One has $500
skis. The other a beat up
plank of wood with fool
straps. But they both come up
to the desk with their 28
biscks.” This is the foundation
af Swinea's vision,

The installation of the bas-

kets was a hupe step towards helping
golfers see that there is a professional
level of play in disc golf, It is also a
great opportunity for disc ,r.;ulfq:n o act
a5 ambascadors for the sport. It is also,
quite possibly, one of the biggest steps
towards big sponsorship that we've
EVET SEBEM.

“I'm repackaging disc goli,” Swinea
saye resolutely. “We've staved ‘grass-
roots’ for 25 ',-:-:Lr-,. When we have
courses at professional venues that are
TV friendly, that will be our tirst step
towards big sponsorship.”

The Amenities ...

At first, owner Terry Fine thought
there was no way that disc golters
would pay $2 less than what a golfer
pays, but that obviously was not the
case. "They definitely have accepted
it,” says Fine

When you pay a greens fee, you
expect o have some perks available.
The world's first ball’disc golf course
has a fully stocked clubhouse, com-
plete with a range of Innova golf discs,
and Fly 18 disc golt wear, Reese donat-
edl a dozen golf shirts for those disc
polfers who show up without the prop-
er attire. There's a driving range, an
extra pulting area, special maps, and
scorecards with footage and par. There
are alsa all the other things that po
along with ball golf, namely, a snack
bar, roving beer carts, and the bigpest
perk of all . . . carts for the playersi!!

Davery and Ken Climo agreed:
“The carts were a great luxury. We
used less energy, and it made us wam
to play more rounds of goli.” Shade
from the brutal Florida sun is a big
perk 1o having a cart at your disposal,
a% is the ability to tote more essentials
like water. Plus, if you have a can, the
lagly in the beer cart can't out-run you.

The course is fitled with 18 new
DGA Mach V Pale Holes, “We wanted
the galvanized targets because they are
less visually obtrusive.” To make them
less audibly obtrusive, the pales were
filled with sand to dampen the
resounding “ching”™ that usually
accompanies a well-executed putt,

Recycled rubber “Fly Pads™ make
for excellent tee areas. (These were
actuilly used on one of the temp
courses in the 2000 P.AW.) There
were some minor course adjustments
after the inaugural event, which would
have been considerably more time
consuming (and costly) had they used
Ceminl s,

The disc golf tee areas are generally
short af the ball golf tees and are off (o






